
Recommendations

≥ The Superior Art Path

≥ Mobility Freedom for All

≥ Public Art

≥ Events and Programming

≥ Elevate Creative Capital

The diversity of needs, hopes and ideas 
that Superior residents shared have been 
combined with research and on-site 
analysis of Superior’s arts, culture and 
public space strengths, as well as with 
wellbeing opportunities identified by the 
Project Team. This wealth of detail has been 
distilled into five big creative placemaking 
ideas:

The following sub-section details each of 
these ideas. Each sub-section highlights 
the project goals it will achieve and the 
project principles it fulfills. This is followed 
by an explanation of why this approach fits 
for the town, evidence about how these 
activities can boost wellbeing in Superior, 
and specific initiatives that can help 
achieve the big idea. Some sub-sections 
also include additional information to help 
guide delivery of the big idea.
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Strategic Creative Placemaking Clusters  

Implementing new arts, culture and 
public space activities and interventions 
is essential to Superior’s creative 
placemaking success. Equally important, 
however, is ensuring that residents, 
businesses and other local actors are 
aware of the positive changes that are 
taking place. Creating a critical mass of 
public art in key locations is an impactful 
way to make sure Superior residents see 
the improvements taking place. Based on 
results from the Superior Happy Mapping 
exercise, seven strategic clusters were 
identified. Recommendations for specific 
interventions that could be implemented 
at the respective clusters are detailed in 
the sections below. Co-locating arts and 
placemaking activities in clusters creates 
a powerful opportunity for the town to 
demonstrate creative sector action and 
send the message “you are in Superior” 
to residents and visitors alike. 
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2. Mobility  
Freedom for All 
Mobility Freedom for All combines public art 
with transportation safety to create safer, more 
accessible streets for pedestrians, cyclists and 
drivers alike. By incorporating art into traditional 
safety elements like crosswalks, intersections 
and parking lots, the Town will boost wellbeing 
by promoting safer mobility for all residents, 
while simultaneously increasing the presence of 
vibrant, local art in the community.

 
Project goals this idea achieves:

Illustrate how arts, culture and creativity can 
create a sense of place, community identity 
and contribute to Town branding.

Identify key near- and long-term actions to 
create opportunities to enliven and enhance 
public spaces throughout Superior with arts 
and cultural activities.

Explore and demonstrate how creative 
placemaking can support and enhance the 
activities of Town programs. 

Investigate art in private developments.

Recommend new funding opportunities and 
ways to leverage resources.

Uncover new partnerships to enhance the 
delivery of events and arts activities.

Establish measures of success to tell the 
story of our impact.

Uncover ways to encourage and support 
the creative economy and creative 
entrepreneurs. 

Identify opportunities to  
support social connection  
among residents and visitors  
of all ages.

Sociability

Joy

Health

Equity

Ease

Resilience

Meaning & 
Belonging

Project principles this idea achieves
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Why Mobility Freedom For All?

Humans need to walk just as birds need to fly. All people 
should have the opportunity to move safely and with ease 
under their own power and with the peace of mind that their 
children can too. By coupling public art and transportation 
safety, Superior has the opportunity to promote health and 
safety while simultaneously creating vibrant art. In doing 
so, the Town can take a dual approach to ensuring that art 
sparks joy and boosts happiness. Employing art to establish 
Mobility Freedom for All in Superior will also increase safe 
mobility options for non-driving residents. Recognizing that 
no one under the age of 16 can drive and that many seniors 
also give up driving – demographics that make up nearly one 
third of Superior’s population – this effort will also support 
greater independence for a diversity of Superior residents. 
Finally, safer streets offer greater ease for parents in letting 
their children walk and cycle to school. In turn, this reduces 
the school pick up and drop off pressure on working parents. 
Minimizing this pressure can further improve traffic safety, as 
late parents won’t need to speed to schools to avoid a late 
pick up, while also reducing congestion. This will result in time 
savings for people and a reduced impact on the environment.

Mobility Freedom for All: How does it support community 
wellbeing in Superior?

Vulnerable people, including children, seniors and/or people 
with mobility barriers, are hit by cars at higher rates than 
other pedestrians. Distinct and appealing interventions such 
as creative crosswalks and artistic bump-outs can reduce 
their vulnerability while strengthening and diversifying 
Superior’s public art portfolio. Notably, evidence suggests 
that distinct crosswalks can reduce driver speeds on 
residential streets, improving safety for everyone. Improving 
the pedestrian experience can increase the share of trips 
made on foot, which has the potential to reduce vehicle 
emissions and support environmental sustainability. In this 
case, interventions to achieve Mobility Freedom for All could 
compound reductions in vehicle emissions by reducing pick 
up and drop off rates by private cars at local schools. Finally, 
children who are able to navigate their neighborhoods 
independently tend to have higher rates of physical activity, 
know more of their neighbors and have stronger social 
relationships. By investing in artistic interventions that 
support Mobility Freedom for All, Superior can strengthen 
its public art offerings, improve independence among an 
array of residents, help the environment and enhance social 
connection. This strategic effort has the potential to improve 
quality of life for everyone who calls Superior home.

Proposed Interventions

  Creative Crosswalks

Painted crosswalks offer a creative 
opportunity to transform traditional 
safety elements with unexpected 
elements of art. The addition of creative 
crosswalks will also help improve 
safe mobility and promote walking in 
Superior. The Project Team recommends 
two creative crosswalks within the five-
year duration of this Plan.

  Artistic bump outs

The addition of bump-outs at key 
intersections in Superior can also help 
improve mobility safety, by shortening 
the crossing distance for pedestrians 
and encouraging vehicles to slow 
down and drive more cautiously. The 
use of colorful paint at bump-outs 
offers another creative opportunity to 
incorporate the arts within traditional 
road safety elements. The Project Team 
recommends two locations for artistic 
bump-outs over the five-year plan.

  Parking lot activations

Parking lot activations can take 
advantage of the surplus of unused 
parking stalls in Superior’s commercial 
centers by converting them to public 
spaces through collaboration with art 
fairs or other pop-up activations. These 
interventions require collaboration with 
site owners and are recommended 
as privately-led initiatives; none are 
directly budgeted into this Plan.

“Social Capital and Walkability as 
Social Aspects of Sustainability” by 
Shannon H. Rogers, Kevin H. Gardner 
and Cynthia H. Carlson

“Implications of Walkability Towards 
Promoting Sustainable Urban 
Neighbourhood” by Diyanah Inani 
Azmi and Hafazah AbdulKarim

“Walkability, Land Use and Physical 
Activity” by Yehua Dennis Wei, Weiye 
Xiao, Ming Wen and Ran Wei

Learn More
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