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Trustee Serbu’s Update on Airport Noise & Lead    October 9, 2023 
 
The Nighttime Flight Paths that move flight traffic away from Rock Creek and communities in 
Broomfield and Westminster, while voluntary, are working. We predicted a 17% compliance rate 
at rollout and now, nearly three weeks later, we are at 31%. These things take time, change 
takes time and any number higher than 17% means that it’s working. Slowly, yes, but its working 
and will continue to improve. 
  
October 4th saw RMMA announce its plan to begin transitioning towards unleaded fuel with a 
start date in fall of 2024. Regardless of how you feel about RMMA, its director or anyone even 
remotely associated with the governing body of Jefferson County, this is a good thing. Keep in 
mind that the Federal Government, at the behest of our Congress, voted in the H.B. 3935 to let 
leaded fuel go unchecked until 2030. Reps. Neguse and Pettersen both voted “yes” to this. (I’ve 
given a breakdown as to why in a previous post.) 
  
On Monday October 2nd, at a round table hosted by Rep. Joe Neguse, he promised to challenge 
when it comes to committee, the portion of the bill that allows leaded aviation fuels to exist into 
2030. We need to challenge him. Write him emails and hold him to that promise. Write to Rep. 
Pettersen and ask her to pledge to do the same, then hold her to that promise. You will get far 
more done by petitioning the elected official who represent us at the federal level. 
  
I had a zoom meeting with Kim Redd and Tia Bogeljic of Rep. Neguse’s office on Friday. We 
discussed the many issues we face regarding noise and what actions may be enacted to solve 
them. One idea that I impressed upon them to share with Rep. Neguse is to stop allowing the 
current metrics for measuring noise to stand. Rather than measure noise at RMMA over a 24-
hour period, meaning constant noise events, even at 100 dBs for three hours will fall drastically 
when averaged over the current twenty-four-hour period. I’m asking Rep. Neguse to introduce 
legislation that will change the way noise is measured. Stop modeling it, measure it and 
measure it over four hours, three hours, two hours. Make it a shorter period for measuring the 
noise and make it meaningful to those impacted. 
  
Lastly, the daytime flight pattern maps are getting a second chance. I will be meeting with a 
prominent member of Air Traffic Control (ATC) to go over the revisions and work diligently to 
hammer out a path forward. We need relief over our skies when the tower is open, and the aim 
of these maps is to provide it. And since ATC provides direction, it is my hope that these paths 
will have a permanent, lasting impact. 
 
Thank you, 
 
Jason Serbu 
Trustee for the Town of Superior   
 


