
 
 

Electric Bikes, Scooters, and Motorcycles: Rules and Requirements 

 

 Max Speed/Power Required 
Elements 

What traffic laws 
apply? 

Rules for use 

 

Electric bike: Class 
1+2 

<750 watts 
 
No motor assistance 
after 20mph 

Must be capable of 
being pedaled 

Doesn’t meet the 
definition of an 
electric bike/scooter 
(no minimum 
wattage or speed) 
 

Can use on bike 
paths 
 

Electric bike: Class 
3 

 

<750 watts 
 
No motor assistance 
after 28mph 

Must be capable of 
being pedaled 
 
Motor can only 
assist while 
peddling (no 
throttle, only 
power) 
 
Buyer must be 
advised of age 
prohibition under 
16 42-4-221(13)(d) 

42-4-1412 rules of 
use apply (MT2) 
 
15 and under 
cannot do a rolling 
stop 
 
Lights required front 
and back at night 
 
Need speedometer 

Must be 16 or 
older 
 
Helmet under 18, 
including 
passengers 
 
Roads only 

Electric Scooter 
20 mph Less than 100 lbs 42-4-1412 rules of 

use apply or (MT2) 
 
Lights required front 
and back 

 

Low Power Scooter 
<4,466 watts 
 

Doesn’t meet the 
definition of an 
electric 
bike/scooter (no 
minimum wattage 
or speed) 
 

42-2-103(2): need a 
DL or permit 
 
42-4-1409: need 
insurance 

No pedals 
necessary 
 
Can operate on 
roadways and in 
designated bike 
lanes within 
roadways, but 
cannot operate on 
sidewalks 42-2-
103(2) 

Electric Motorcycle 
> 4466 watts  Yes Need motorcycle 

endorsement 
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