
 

 

Fire Safety Alert: Flammable Materials, Batteries & Garage Appliances 
 
Every year in the U.S., thousands of fires are tied to oily rags, flammable liquids, and garage related 
hazards, leading to millions of dollars in damage. Some are contained quickly, while others result in total 
home loss. The recent fires in Superior highlight the serious danger of improperly storing oily rags, 
paints, solvents, and other flammable products, as well as risks linked to batteries and garage 
appliances. These common items, when not handled properly, can ignite suddenly through spontaneous 
combustion, electrical sparks, or overheating, causing severe home and property damage. Additionally, 
these items all require specific disposal methods, so please be sure to check with your waste service 
provider to ensure you’re doing so safely. 
  
Spontaneous Combustion 
 
Paint and Stain Products 
Oily products such as oil-based paints, stains, varnishes, and paint thinners dry through oxidation. As 
they oxidize, they release heat. Rags left crumpled or piled trap this heat until they reach ignition 
temperature and ignite without a spark. Flammable liquids like solvents, fuels, aerosols, and adhesives 
can also ignite if stored improperly, especially in hot garages, near heaters, or in direct sunlight. 
 
Lithium-ion Batteries 
Commonly found in phones, laptops, e-bikes, power tools, and lawn equipment can also cause fires if 
they overheat, are damaged, or are charged improperly. This process, called thermal runaway, can make 
it appear as if the battery ignited on its own. Using the correct charger, avoiding overcharging, and 
keeping batteries away from heat sources are key to preventing this risk.  
 
Storage, Use and Disposal 
 
Safe Disposal & Storage of Flammables 
For oily rags: 

• Place in a container with a tight-fitting lid (metal preferred). 
• Submerge rags in water, then seal the container. 
• Check with your garbage service for proper disposal. 

 
For paints and flammable products: 

• Store in original containers with labels intact. 
• Keep in a cool, dry, ventilated area away from heat, sunlight, or flames. 
• Never store near furnaces, water heaters, or electrical panels. 
• Use a flammable storage cabinet if you keep large quantities. 



 
Batteries 
Many tools and lawn equipment now use lithium-ion batteries. To reduce fire risk and keep your 
equipment safe: 

• Always use the charger that matches your battery, mixing brands or models can be dangerous. 
• Avoid third-party or off-brand batteries or chargers, as they may not meet safety standards. 
• Store batteries in a cool, dry place, away from direct sunlight or extreme heat. 
• If a battery looks damaged, swollen, or overheated, stop using it immediately and follow safe 

disposal guidelines. 
 
Garage Appliance Hazards 

• Electrical Fire Risk: Refrigerators, freezers, and large appliances draw high electricity. 
Overloaded outlets or extension cords increase fire danger. 

• Dust & Vapor Ignition: Motors and compressors can spark. If gasoline, propane, or paint vapors 
are nearby, a garage fire can result. 

• Improper Temperature Performance: Standard refrigerators may overheat in summer or fail in 
freezing weather, leading to food spoilage and fire risk. 

• Carbon Monoxide Danger: If placed near gas-powered appliances, blocked airflow or vapor 
ignition can increase CO buildup and fire hazards. 

 
Garage Appliance Safety Tips 
 

• Use appliances designed for garage use (rated for wide temperature ranges). 
• Keep the area around appliances clear: no gas cans, paints, or solvents nearby. 
• Plug directly into a grounded outlet; never use extension cords. 
• Allow proper ventilation so compressors don’t overheat. 
• Regularly inspect cords and wiring for damage. 
• Avoid extreme temperature exposure: if your garage isn’t insulated, consider garage-rated 

models. 
• Don’t charge non-automotive Lithium-Ion batteries in rooms where the temperature is below 32 

degrees Fahrenheit or above 105 degrees Fahrenheit. 
 

Prevention Starts at Home 
 

• Maintain a clean, uncluttered workspace and garage. 
• Never leave oily rags, paints, or solvents in open piles or containers. 
• Remember: no spark is required; oily rags and vapors can self-ignite. 
• Share these safety reminders with family, neighbors, and anyone who uses or stores flammable 

products. 
• A little extra care with rags, paints, flammables, and appliances can prevent a major disaster. 

 
Visit SuperiorColorado.gov/Ready for additional information from Superior’s Disaster Preparedness and 
Recovery team. 
 
Contacts 

https://www.superiorcolorado.gov/Government/Departments/Disaster-Preparedness-Recovery


 
Rick Tillery 
Mountain View Fire Public Information Officer 
720-900-4208 
RTillery@MVFPD.org 

Allison James 
Town of Superior Disaster Preparedness & 
Recovery Manager 
303-381-2018 
AllisonJ@SuperiorColorado.gov 
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